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The ‘American Revolution’
breaks out in Bupyong,

South Korea.
BY DANIEL PUND

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM FETS

s lineage goes, the Chevrolet Aveo's

might have a slight pedigree advan

tage over that of Anna Nicole
Smith’s son.

This inexpensive car from Chevy is the
latest in a particularly motley branch of the
automotive family tree—an American-
branded car made in Korea. Think Ford’s
Kia-built Aspire and Festiva. Think Pon-
flac’s desecration of that once-revered
name, the LeMans, built by Daewoo
These are not cars in the Gearhead Hall o’
Fame.

[ once lived in a flat beneath an erotic
dancer who drove a Festiva with a bumper
sticker that read. “*You've been a bad boy,
go to my room!” Other than that, the Fes-
liva was not, you know, a stimulating car.

Ah, but we were ralking about the new
Aveo—which you may pronounce ah-vay-
oh or av-ge-oh, your pick. You could also
call it a Kalos, since that is the name of the
Daewoo model on which it is based. Well.
actually more than just “based”—more
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like “basically identical to.” This refugee
Chevy, which is nonetheless featured in the
division’s much-ballyhooed “American
Revolution™ advertising campaign, is built
in Bupyong. South Korea, which is not in
Wisconsin but is fun to say aloud. Over the
last year, GM has also quietly mtroduced
three other Daewoos under the Suzuki
badge. The General has a controlling
interest in both companies.

Forgive us, then, if we were planning
to take this car lightly, When it was
dropped off in our parking lot, we . . . well,
we didn’t really notice. Chevrolet says the
Aveo was styled at Italdesign-Giugiaro in
Moncalieri, Italy. And we have no reason
to believe the company is lying. Chevy
describes the five-door Aveo as having a
“particularly striking design.” This is
what's known as overstatement. Truth is,
the Aveo comes from the same post-
modern-dork design school as the Tovota
Echo and Suzuki Aerio—both competitors
of the Aveo. Tall, upright, and narrow, all

these cars violate a certain innate human
sense of proportion. Also, the tall, bluff
sides of the Aveo make the l'g‘\[k'c[u}\]j.
sized wheels (14-inchers) look like casters
under a toolbox. Nothing screams
“econobox™ quite like really small tires. At
58.9 inches high, the Aveo five-door pokes
between two and three inches higher into
the atmosphere than a Dodge Neon, Ford
Focus, or Honda Civie, but it rides on a
wheelbase between 5.4 and 7.4 inches
shorter and is an inch or two narrower than
those sedans.

There is, nonetheless. beauty inside the
Aveo. Pop open one of its flyweight doors,
and you’ll find 50 cubic feet of interior
space in front and 41 in the rear, despite its
maodest exterior dimensions, That's about
the same amount of interior room as in
most of its competitors. Be aware, how-

ever, that some of that generous number of
cubes is high up around the driver's head
because of the tall roof. But the Aveo, at
least the five-door we tested. is a well-
packaged device. The rear bench seat sits
tar rearward n the car—placing rear-seat
passenger heads near the backlight. This
arrangement sacrifices cargo room
there’s a puny seven cubic feet of storage
behind the rear seats. But unless you need
to take five people and their baggage, the
Aveo will do just fine. In the current vogue,
the seats are all mounted high in the body.
You feel more like you're sitting on a
kitchen chair than in a bucket seat. Also, it
makes the driver look and feel like a geek.
Being that most practical of small vehi-
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cles, a hatchback, you can also convert that
rear-seat space into cargo room. Fold the
60/40-split seatbacks, pivot the bench for
ward, and secure it with tethers to the front
headrests, and you get a more-than-cred
ible 42 cubic feet of Cargo room I'he
whole tether thing 1s a bit cheesy-looking
but it works.

It was the interior that gave us the first
inkling this might not be as bad a car as
we'd expected. Our test car, a well-
opuoned LS, costs only $14.160, but the
interior is finished in decent-looking, low-
sheen plastics. The Aveo doesn’t look any
cheaper inside than do several more-
expensive, U.S.-built GM models. Dacwoo

even tried—somewhat half-heartedly—to

add a bitof funkiness to the interior design.
The center stack is bordered by strips of
dimpled black plastic. Kia likely would
have just used one big swath of hard black
plastic instead. The two center vents are
shaped like tubes that protrude from the

face of the dash instead of just simple
grate-covered holes. Daewoo might be
reaching for a sort-of Beetle/Mini style,
but the splashes of style are subtle and
inconsistent enough to make them look
like little more than afterthoughts applied
to an otherwise conventional interior.

There are touches of true cheapness
inside. too. When you push the right stalk
up to turn on the windshield wipers, you
might think you've broken something. It
resists moving, and when it does, it emits
a cracking sound, as if you'd snapped a
piece of plastic in two. The tiny sun visors,
which are too small to block many solar
rays. return to their recesses in the head
liner with a hollow thwack! These are
casily forgiven faults, though, since the car
costs only about half the price of the
average new car sold in America

All Aveos come standard with a
tachometer, a ulting steering wheel,
adjustable seatbelt anchors, floormats, and

two power outlets up front. These are items
one cannot necessarily take for granted in
this lowliest ring of the automotive food
chain. The slightly cheaper Kia Rio, for
example, offers none of these standard
Our LS model added A/C, power win-
dows, power door locks with remote key-
less entry, and a CD player with MP3 play-
back capability.

But availability of amenities does not a
good car make. Even the sweetest-singing
stereo sounds like the intercom system at
Kroger if it’s drowned out by a buzzing
engine. humming tires. and howling winds.
Although this particular stereo isn’t exactly
sweet, you can at least hear it clearly
because the Aveo runs in relative quiet. Al
full throttle, the Aveo makes 76 decibels of
racket. Not exactly Lexus territory, but it is
quieter than the Kia Rio and virtually all
cars one rung higher on the price ladder
(Honda Civic, Nissan Sentra, Toyota
Corolla, et al.). And the Aveo matches those

THE VERDICT

Highs: Decent fit and finish
tor the price. Roomy intenor,
not a penalty box. Charming
“chirp” when you lock it

Lows: A couple thousand
maore gets you into a nicer
used car or a new Ford
Focus, Not developed at the
Niirburgring. Embarrassing
“chirp" when you lock it
The Verdict: It's a bettel
transportation pod than a
Kia Rio.




sedans for quiet at a 70-mph cruise The throws are long—an impressionexac-  nimble enough, even with its feel-free

Ihat said, the noises you do hear are  erbated by the lengthy stalk. The actionis  steering. It doesn’t feel tippy in the way
not especially pleasant ones. The DOHC  limp. Even while in gear, the shifter flops  that tall, cheap cars often do on a cury ing
103-hp, L.6-liter iron-block four-cylinder  around as if it were connected to nothing  off-ramp. Its narrow Hankook tires return
is on the buzzy side at high revs. And  at all. This is not satisfying motoring. Yet  enough grip (0.74 g) to avoid embar-
despite a dual-path intake intended 10 we never missed a shift. And judging by  rassing early-onset squealing. And its disc
fatten a skimpy torque curve, you'll need  our continued forward progress, we con-  and drum brakes are trusty, returning 199-
o rev this little motor to move out with  cluded that the shifter mustindeed be con-  foot stops from 70 mph with a reasonably
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anything resembling haste. At 10.2 sec-  nected 1o something. firm and linear pedal. That's better braking
onds to 60 mph, our Aveo, equipped with As the shift quality suggests, thisis not  performance than that of most other small Mijor standard accessories: power windows and lod
a five-speed manual, is about as sprightly — a vehicle made for the pleasure of opera-  cars on the market. ABS is a $400 option e TR R SRR e
as the 96-hp Kia Rio and nips the Scion  tion. It is, instead, a well-realized trans
xB by a few 10ths of a second. It trails the  portation module—certainly considering e e TE ey e Sound system:
Civic/Corolla/Focus camp by an average  the weight and cost constraints in this
of about a second. class. Its strut-front, twist-beam-rear sus- COUNTERPO!NT that our car did not have erous three-year/36,000-mile warranty ENGINE
Because of the paucity of torque (107 pension is tuned for a soft ride, in the PATTI MAKI There is a Special Value edition of the Unlike its predecessors, there is no ot |
pound-feet at 3600 rpm). you'll be manner of most Korean cars. Tar strips This 1s cute., | like I" | ? Aveo that starts at $9995. But that i1s an  shame in driving an Aveo. But neither is  Bore xstrok 3.1 %3
working the tall shifter constantly to stay  and gritty pavement are less noticeable in automotive hair shirt, and one suspects it there pleasure. That counts as a success in sk
up with the traffic flow—and you'll be  the Aveo than in most Japanese or Amer- 1 has exists only so Chevy can advertise a  this class of transportation o rel-dbuliiany sycten . =
nappy you chose not to pay $850 for the  ican small cars. Only large potholes and good \rrmi‘r 1 teatures for its pr ce, Cheap? starting price under $10.000. The LS Valve gea elt-diiven double overhead
optional four-speed automatic. By enthu-  frost heaves reveal the low-budget It's an econocar, get it? It's not a sports car model, which will be more popular, starts : : ' &
siast standards, the Aveo’s shifter has per-  mechanicals with a mighty rhwack. In car. It's just a cute Iittle car for at a still rock-bottom $12,585. None of the CURRENT BASE PRICE dollars x 10X i
haps the worst feel of any on the market.  daily traffic machinations, the Aveo feels t have a lot of money or options on our test car (which raised the Toyota Echo Rediine
c e e i S e T
\ e Or aren't hung wrice by $1575) improves the driving T
pon |i}i>|\||1' good, or phat, or whatever In !‘wprrn":.ln‘ So forget '|[hv $225 rear spoiler % PF.I_“.mNN -
Tl IIHU defense of the little gy wul\ 15 still and the $725 sunroof and the rest, and Ford Focus DG '
a 'n}.-'_?‘llf!l,:}l.n. amount ( you'll stlll have a well- cqlnppud small car I e S e it p Max te
people. | wasn't ex for less than $13,000. That's substantially Scion xB o
found was not ¢ | cheaper than a Scion (xA or xB) or even L —— . 8S mpt .
transportation rul power to the Aveol an Echo with a similar level of equipment. - . . , P 097 6 mpl
It's about the same as a Hyundai Accent : f R
ANDRE IDZIKOWSKI and slightly more than a Kia Rio. If, how- ACCELERANNL S ohs RO-GA R FAade DIMENSIONS
Inexpensive entry-level ca 1 to be | ever, you buy one of those Korean-brand %_._- Wheelbase
more than crampec ely Korean cars, you gel the mondo 1.'|u.'- Ford Focus 2G fadh, front/rear ... . ;
slow appliances for INg 'Il'll] .-tll[ Ato vear/60,000-mile basic warranty (with a e ! h
point B. Chevy's Aveo had : 10-year/ 100,000-mile powertrain war Chevrolet Aveo LS % :
pleasant surprises for us when ranty). But the American-brand Korean
it. The stvling of our little LS wag car. the Aveo, is offered with a less-gen Scion xB R

ol interesting lines tha
sporty look. Inside, with l‘

idjusted for a six-foot-tall driver, trwr'w'._e BRAKING 70-0 mph, feet CHASSIS/BODY
;l‘:‘-l':“il\ amount ot |rf‘§ : 1 nea 1 C/D TEST RESULTS

Ford Focus X3

the back seat for a similarly sizec R_CICE_lE“FIPN - - ] i e
l-patterned matenal 40 mot 48 loyota Echo INTERIOR

COvVEn H';‘[l' inner door [Jil]!'l\..|\l||1U\“. npt - . ME 1
and felt upscale, something most bottom- pl ! Chevrolet Aveo LS rear seat "

5 usually lack. Like others in this .

1 on X
1e Avea isn't quick, but it does have : —————— : : ' eatback ang
eJ,[lr-.. at make 1t less app Hiance- s 19 95 2 I P R s babve o
p-gear acceleration, 30-50 ROADHOLDING 500-fo0t skidpad, g o bobme
AARON ROBINSON =y : A Ay Ford Focus ZX5
onfession: | got - mited i - _ SUSPENSION . .

that squirt thro Toyola Echo Front ind, strut located by a control arm, o Sp

x - BRAKING : e sccal st
teaspoons ]|I=' Aveo it ; i . - Seion 8 Rea yling a epral w ¢
shift could be sharper, anc [',_' : ' fai good L AnE S s
hmm mw. less wander-pro 1 good vielien! Chevrolet Avea LS STEERING

HANDLING : s i k- th hy .

Spare anc uoesty minimal EPA CITY FUEL ECONOMY rps ) N
nose ‘.-:i[T'|!‘|e.: Toyola Echo

- FUEL ECONOMY SESEEEES——— BRAKES

S ' Scion xB "

bucks lands |E1-r- even B i e 1 sy
only Chevrolet Aveo LS
selec INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL == ] WH(ELS ﬁND TIRES
Aveo fis Ford Focus 23 Wheel size/typ 55 )

www.CARandDRIVER.com 78 76  www.CARandDRIVER.com APRIL 2004




	Page 1
	Page 2

